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EDWIN CLARKE AT THE WELLCOME INSTITUTE
On 31 December 1979 Edwin Clarke, M.D., F.R.C.P., relinquished his post as
Director of the Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine in order to devote
himselffull time to his investigations into the history ofthe neuro-medical sciences.
Readers ofthisjournal will be familiar with his earlier work in the subject, including
(withC. D.O'Malley) Thehumanbrain andspinalcord(UniversityofCaliforniaPress,
1968), and(with Kenneth Dewhurst) An illustratedhistory ofbrainfunction (Sandford
Publications, 1972). Morerecently,hehascompletedatranslationandrevisionofMax
Neuburger's classic Die historische Entwicklung der experimentellen Gehirn- und
RPickenmarks-physiologie vor Flourens which will be published shortly by the Johns
Hopkins University Press.
EdwinClarkebecameDirectoroftheWellcome Instituteon 1 October 1973,having
since 1966 been Head ofthe Sub-Department ofthe History ofMedicine, established
by the Wellcome Trust at University College, London. While there, he developed a
teachingprogrammeinthehistoryofmedicinewhichatthetimewasuniqueinBritain.
TheWellcomeTrusteeswereinterestedinthefurtherance ofthehistory ofmedicineas
an academic discipline, and when Dr. Clarke became Director ofthe Institute he was
charged with the responsibility offorgingcloser formal ties between the Institute and
UniversityCollege. AfterlongnegotiationsbetweentheWellcomeTrust, theInstitute,
andCollege, theInstitute's Academic Unitwasestablished inJanuary 1977. Members
oftheAcademic Unitholdjointappointments atboth Institute and Collegeand offer
undergraduate and postgraduate courses to medical, science, and arts students from
many colleges and medical schools of the University of London. One particularly
importantfeatureofthisprogrammeistheopportunitygiventothird-yearpre-clinical
medical students to spend a full year studying the history ofmedicine for the B.Sc.
degree from London University. Together with the academic staffofthe Library, the
sixmembersoftheUnitconstitutethelargestgroupofprofessionalmedicalhistorians
in the world.
ThecreationoftheAcademicUnitwascomplicatedbytakingplaceatthesametime
as the transfer oftheWellcome Collection ofmedical artefacts on permanent loan to
the Science Museum, South Kensington. It was Dr. Clarke who, above all, was
responsible for seeing that the move took place as smoothly as possible and for
ensuring a harmonious relationship between Institute and Museum personnel. The
Collectionwillgoonpublicdisplay attheScience Museumattheendof1980. Asmall
collection, retained at the Institute, will be used to develop a course on the history of
medical technology.
Morerecentlythe Institute's activitieshavebeenwidenedby thecreation in 1978 of
the Contemporary Medical Archives Centre. Its staff are developing a collection of
primary sources reflecting all aspects ofmodern medicine, from the research which
leads to major scientific advances, toclinical practice, publichealth, unorthodox and
fringe medicine.
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Dr. Clarke also devoted considerable time to the editing of Medical History. His
successors as editors intend to maintain.the high standards ofscholarship that he has
taught them, and look forward in their turn to publishing some of the fruits of his
present researches.
W. Bynum
V. Nutton
THEORIES OF FEVER, ANTIQUITY TO EARLY
NINETEENTH CENTURY
Aone-dayconference on thehistory offeverwill beheld at theWellcome Institute for
the History ofMedicine on Friday, 13 June 1980, sponsored by the Wellcome Trust.
Registrationfeeof£3.50 includescoffee, lunch, tea, andasetofpre-circulatedpapers.
Details from Dr. W. F. Bynum, Wellcome Institute for the History ofMedicine, 183
Euston Road, London NW1 2BP.
HISTORICAL ASPECTS OF NEUROLOGY
A conference on historical aspects of neurology will be held on Wednesday 23 and
Thursday 24July 1980 at the Medical Society of London, in honour of the eightieth
birthday of Dr. Macdonald Critchley. It is sponsored by the World Federation of
Neurology and the Wellcome Institute for the History ofMedicine, and will include
papers onmanyaspects ofthehistory ofclinicalneurologyandneuro-biology. Details
available from Dr. W. F. Bynum, Wellcome Institute forthe History ofMedicine, 183
Euston Road, London NW1 2BP.
DR. E. ASHWORTH UNDERWOOD
Weregrettorecordthedeath on6March 1980ofDr. E. AshworthUnderwood, M.A.,
M.D., D. Litt., D.P.H., F.R.C.P., F.L.S. Dr. Underwood was Director of the
Wellcome Historical Medical Museum from 1946 to 1964. An obituary will be
published in the July 1980 issue of Medical History.
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